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together with the more terrible clamours of the street
mobs, and all the et ceteras of parties, rabbles, riots
and rebellions, quite silenced the muses, struck them
dumb, and I am told they could never make any
music since, no, not all nine of them put together.

Now we talk of the black art, of magic, of raising
spirits, of having an intercourse with superior beings
and the like; I think the art of our days, the magic
of this age, has been exercised to lay the spirits, not
raise them; to sink the Devil of wit, not lift him
up; and if they have any intercourse with the in-
visible world, it must be among the inferior beings,
not the superior, if they know any degrees among
the seraphic train: certain it is, the impetuosity of
our wit has for some years been all let off in squibs
and crackers, and so like the lesser volcanoes of
Lipary and Strombolo, have given vent to the sub-
terraneans of sulphur and nitre, while the quantity
was moderate. Whereas when the luxuriance of
wit overpowered those smaller eruptions, then
mount Gibello (JEtna) and Vesuvius roared aloud,
and overrun all the country with a torrent of liquid
fire. Where then is the fire which once flamed in
this hemisphere ? those comets in wit which blazed
in their several orbits are disappeared, and when
the revolution of their spirits shall be visible again,
what astronomer, what calculator can inform us ?
not all the Newtons, the Whistons, or Halleys in
the nation can solve this difficulty.

What magician now can bring us to an intercourse
with those departed wits, or assist us in the bring-
ing them to converse with us again ? If there is an
acquaintance with this world of spirits, let us call
upon the sons of art to exert their utmost, and bring
those good spirits again in play; and to restore
the commonwealth of wit, that the new-fashioned
ribaldry, which the world now relishes for wit, and
the dogmatic, which, upon the strictest view of our
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